DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
fessions and callings. Our school-books know no enemy. I have a collection of all the school-books. There is no such thing as propaganda against anyone. Wherever errors are found they are cancelled. And the instruction books we give our soldiers are also fair in that. Think of such books of instruction in some of the other States."
"With you is it also considered premature to write and teach the most recent history in an objective way?"
"That is everywhere a matter for the historians. True history presupposes the freedom of science, especially the science of writing history. My fight against the professional historians was on that ground. Under the old regime the historians and professors had no freedom and little courage. If the ordinary historian speaks of the recent decades he must consider the possibility of being prosecuted for it. For instance, how many people in Germany dared to criticise Kaiser Wilhelm? But they may write rationally about Cyrus and Caesar, etc. And the method in which this liking for ancient history is carried out is also false. Earlier times are conceived and described always according to the experiences and values of our own time.
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